DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
Leasing, and through him I acquired a definite critical attitude.
"If I quarrel with Goethe it means that I have
a quarrel with myself; and in this quarrel Goethe
can help me. I see his greatness, his striving after
truth in life and in thought; but I do not close my
eyes to his weaknesses; how he makes a problem of
what is no problem at all. Because of his egoism,
he could not penetrate to the simple truth in the
most serious of life's problems; but he had the
courage to avow it. He could not point out how
Faust evolved one soul from two. Faust did not
achieve this harmony while his powers of vision
still remained to him. He did not see the truth
until he became blind. And so the portraitist of
our inwardly disintegrated time is without unity
himself, precisely because he is so truthful. And
yet you see how Faust was rescued from suicide
by recalling to mind the religion of his childhood.
After a long time Gretschen helped him out of his
subjective morbidity. When his objectivism was
restored to him he murdered Gretschen's brother
without premeditation. Dostojewski analyses the
premeditated murder; but he does not treat suicide
so systematically.  Neither  Goethe  nor  Dosto-
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